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Introduction 
Welcome to the Prairieland Trail System.  This is a system of trails within the Will, Grundy, and 

Kankakee Counties and is meant to serve the scouting organizations within those areas, but of course is 

open for everyone to enjoy.  The trails within this brochure are pre-existing trails and parks created by 

various park organizations, such as Will County Forest Preserve, local Park Districts, as well as State and 



Federal park services.   These trails have been combined here to better serve people interested in hiking 

within Will, Grundy, and Kankakee County.  The system offers a number of different types of trails in 

terms of terrain, length, and things to see,  so there is something here for every type of hiker.  We hope 

you enjoy these trails and if you find there are some additional trails we should consider, please feel to 

contact us at: prairielandtrails@gmail.com. 

Ordering Patches 

 Patches are $3 each, plus a $5 shipping charge.  Patches can be ordered by sending a list of 

desired patches and payment to: 
Robert Wilcox 

26429 S 104th AV 

Monee, IL 60449 

Centennial and I & M Canal Trail 
 

 This hike covers the Centennial and I&M Canal Trail which runs 20.1 miles along the I & M Canal 

in Will and Cook County.  The trail goes through historic portions of Lockport, the historic village, and 

ends at the Joliet Historic Ironworks site, which is a great place to stop.  The centennial trail was named 

to commemorate the 100th anniversary of the formation of the Metropolitan Water reclamation District.  

The hike is meant to be done in two stages: 

Trail #1: Covers the Will County portion of the trail, which is known as the I & M Canal Trail.  Length is 

10.82 miles. 

 Start: 135th and Des Plaines River Dr. Romeoville, IL (Cook-Will Border) 

 End: Joliet Historic Ironworks Site Joliet, IL  

Map : 

http://www.reconnectwithnature.org/preserves-trails/Centennial-Trail 

Trail #1:  Covers the Cook County portion of the trail, which is known as the Centennial Trail.  Length is 

9.91 miles 

Start: Columbia Woods Forest Preserve Willow Springs, IL 

End: 135th and Des Plaines River Dr.  Romeoville, IL(Cook-Will Border) 

Map: 



http://fpdcc.com/downloads/maps/pdf/cen_trailmap.pdf 

 

I  & M Canal Trail 
 

The I & M Calan tral spans 61.9 miles from Joliet to LaSalle and, you guessed it, follow along the I & M 

Canal.  This trail is meant for the avid hiker looking for a significant challenge.  The trail itself has a 

number of historic sites. Points of interest, and parks to checkout along the way, such as Brandon Lock, 

McKinley Woods, Seneca Grainery, a few aquaducts, the Ottawa Scouting Museum, Chief Shabbona 

gravesite, the steamboat basin, and much more.  There are also camping opportunities at some of the 

parks for hikers looking to make this into a multi-day adventure. 

Start: Outskirts of Joliet 

End: LaSalle 

Site: (Includes Maps) 

http://dnr.state.il.us/lands/landmgt/parks/i&m/main.htm 

 

Trail 1: Brandon Lock – McKinley Woods.  Length: 14 miles 

 Start: Brandon Road and Route 6  (Brandon Lock) 

 End: McKinley Woods (Channahon, IL) 

Trail 2: McKinley Woods – Gebhardt Woods.  Length: 14 miles 



Start: McKinley  Woods (Channahon, il) 

 End: Gebhardt Woods (Morris, IL)  

Note: The nettle creek aquaduct has collapsed and during repairs hikers will have to go around the 

block. 

Trail 3: Gebhardt Woods – Seneca Grain Elevator. Length 10 miles 

Start Gebhardt Woods (Morris, IL)  

 End: M.J. Hogan Grain Elevator Seneca, IL 

Trail 4: Seneca Grain Elevator – Ottawa Scout Museum Length: 12.9 miles 

Start M.J. Hogan Grain Elevator  Seneca, IL  

 End: Ottawa Scouting Museum Ottawa, IL  

  



Trail 5: Ottawa Scouting Museum – Steamboat Basin Length: 14.2 miles 

 Start: Ottawa  Scouting Museum Ottawa, IL  (A couple blocks from the trail) 14.2 miles 

 End:  Trail End (Near Intersection of A Street and 351 in Lasalle, IL) 

Notes: The trail is washed out in sections at Buffalo Rock State Park.  Follow the road that parallels the 

trail.  Traffic is light on the road, but speeds are quick. 

 

  



I & M Canal Trail Patch Sete 

 

 

 



Chief Wauponsee Glacial Trail 
 

This trail is named after Chief Wauponsee, a Potawatomi Indian Chief and follows a glacier lake. The trail 

Goes from Joliet to the Kankakee River and passes through Manhattan, Symerton, Midewin and finally 

into Kankakee.  The total length is 22 miles and has been broken into two approximately 10 mike hikes. 

Trail 1:  Length: 8.4 miles 

Start:  Drop off by tracks just north of Rowell and Fuller Street in Joliet, IL   

 End:  Manhattan Train station just south of Elwood Road 

Trail 2: Length: 13 miles 

Start: Manhattan Train Station just of Elwood Road 

 End:   Route 113 and Washington St Wilmington, IL  

 

 

  



Rock Run Greenway Trail 
 

 The Rock Run Greenway Trail is a flat, paved linear trail and travels 9.93 miles through the 

forest, prairie, and wetland of Rock Run Preserve.    

Distance: 9.93 miles 

Start: Lower Rock Run Preserve in Joliet, IL.  Get on I & M canal trail west and then follow the 16 mile 

bike loop signs.   

End: Theodore Marsh 

http://www.reconnectwithnature.org/preserves-trails/Rock-Run-Trail 

 

 

 

  



Hike the Rock Trail 
 Hike the rock trail is a 16 mile loop trail that consists of the Rock run greenway trail, the Joliet 

Junction Trail, and the I & M Canal trail.  Hikers will set out northward along the Rock Run Trail, which 

passes through property owned by Joliet Junior College and by the Forest Preserve District of Will 

County to the Rock Run Greenway—Black Road Access. Street routes will take hikers to the District’s 

Theodore Marsh Preserve, on Theodore Street in Crest Hill, where they will begin hiking southward 

along the Joliet Junction Trail.  In Rockdale, this trail joins with the I & M Canal State Trail, which will be 

used to return to the starting point at the lower rock run preserve. 

Distance: 16 mile loop 

Start:  Lower Rock Run Preserve in Joliet, IL.  Get on I & M canal trail east and then follow the 16 mile 

bike loop signs.  This is the Rock Run Greenway trail, Joliet Junction Trail, and part of the I & M Canal 

trail forming a 16 mile loop. 

End: Lower Rock Run Preserve.   

Map: 

http://www.reconnectwithnature.org/FileManager/FPDWC_RTR2014-RouteMap.pdf 

 

  



Old Plank Road Trail 
 

 The old Plank road trail is full of history.  It originated as part of the Great Sauk Trail that ran 

through Illinois, Indiana, and parts of Michigan.  The trail was used by the Sauk, Fox, Ho-Chunk 

(Winnebago), Kickapoo, Potawatomi, Kaskaskia, and Peoria tribes.  As settlers moved into the area, the 

trail was converted into a wagon trail and in the 1840s the trail was slated to become a plank road, 

which is where the trail gets its name.  In the 1850s, the Michigan Central Railroad made it into a rail 

trail.  The rail trails were abandoned in the 1970s and then converted into a hiking trail which opened in 

1997.  The hike is broken into two trails and there is a two patch set for this hike.  The first trail ends at 

Breidert Green park in Frankfort, IL.  There’s many activities in this park, so you can coordinate the hike 

with a fun activity in the park.  The second trail starts in Breidert park and ends at Beacon Hill Park in 

Park Forest.   

 Distance:22 miles 

Trail #1:  Distance 11 miles 

 Start: Old Plank Road Trail – Washington Street access.  Park is near corner of Washington and 

Adella Avenue in Joliet, IL 

 End: Breidert Green Park Frankfort, IL 

Trail #2: Distance 11 miles 

Start: Breidert Green Park Frankfort, IL 

End: Beacon Hill Park Park Forest, IL 

More info and map: 

http://oprt.org/maps.htm 

http://www.reconnectwithnature.org/preserves-trails/Old-Plank-Road-Trail 

 

 

 

  



Old Plank Road Trail Patch Set 

 

  



Hickory Creek Barrens 
 

The preserve is part of the Hickory Creek preservation system, which conserves more than 2,000 acres 

of land. 

 

The preserve is the District's largest individual preserve, and the majority of the land was acquired for a 

regional storm water reservoir which was never constructed. This access area features the New Lenox 

Historical Society's historic one-room Schmuhl School.  The brick school we see now was erected in 1932 

and classes were started in 1933. This new school was modern for its time having a furnace in the 

basement, electricity, water and indoor chemical toilets. It also was a one-room school and had all eight 

grades in the one classroom. The typical school enrollment was 12 students. 

Distance: 5.93 miles 

Start: Hickory Creek Barrens Nature Preserve on Schoolhouse road just north of 30 in New Lenox.  

Follow the outer loop on the map listed below. 

End: Hickory Creek Barrens Nature Preserve.   

Map: http://www.reconnectwithnature.org/FileManager/FPDWC-HickoryCreekMap-2011.pdf 

 

 

 



Thorn Creek Nature Preserve  
Thorn Creek Woods protects a diversity of habitats, including forest, prairie, savanna, wetland, and a 

portion of Thorn Creek.  Wildlife found at the preserve includes the southern flying squirrel, warbler, 

woodpecker, and a variety of hawk species.  The preserve is also home to a variety of plant species, 

including basswood and sugar maple.  Thorn Creek Woods features the Thorn Creek Nature Center, 

which was converted from a historic 1862 church and is managed by the Village of Park Forest. The 

Nature Center offers nature education opportunities for families. 

Distance: 2.5 miles 

Start:  270 S Old Monee Road Park Forest, IL.   Follow the wetland trail on the map. 

Source: 270 S Old Monee Road.  

More Info: http://www.tcwoods.org/ 

Map: http://www.tcwoods.org/images/PDFs/Thorn_Creek_Woods_Trail_Map.pdf 

 



Little Scouter Natural Trail Award 
 

The Little Scouter Nature Trail Award is designed with the younger scout or any youth in mind. 

Each site has a nature center or accommodations to learn more about the natural history of the 

area.  The hikes are all relatively short and generally easy for the younger hikers.  By visiting 

each of these centers, hiking the nature trails and picnicking in the area, each youth will improve 

their knowledge of the area and make some lasting memories.   

Trail Requirements  

To meet the requirements for the awards offered for your visit to each of these nature centers you 

must do the following;  

 Visit the nature center building and sign the guest book, if available (Ironworks excluded) 

 Hike all nature trails at each center  

 Have a picnic lunch at the nearest picnic area.  

 

 



Joliet Historic Ironworks Site 
The Joliet Iron and Steel Works was once the second largest steel mill in the United States. Joliet Iron 

Works was initially run from 1869 to 1936.Joliet Steel Works eventually became unprofitable and all 

operations were ceased by the early 1980s.  In the 1990s, the Forest Preserve District of Will County 

purchased the property containing the ruins of the ironworks to preserve a piece of history. The site 

itself features the remnants of the steel mill, which are on display throughout the site. 

Distance: 1.3 miles 

Start: on I-80, take Exit 132 and follow US 53 north for 1.7 miles. Follow IL 53 through downtown Joliet, 

and then look for the Joliet Iron Works Historic Site sign as IL 53 follows East Columbia Street to the left. 

End:  Back at the parking lot where the hike begins. 

More Info: http://www.reconnectwithnature.org/preserves-trails/Joliet-Iron-Works 

Map: http://www.reconnectwithnature.org/resources/onlinefiles/preservefiles/FPDWC-

JolietIronWorksMap-2011.pdf 

 

 



KANKAKEE RIVER STATE PARK 
Several prehistoric sites are documented within Kankakee River State Park. The park is within a region 

used by Illini and Miami Indians at the time of the first European contact in the 1670s and 1680s. By 

1685 the Miami were sufficiently numerous that the Kankakee River was called the River of the Miami. 

Kickapoo and Mascouten also were in the region from 1679 until the 1760s. Potawatomi Indians hunted 

along the Kankakee River in the 1760s, and by the 1770s the Potawatomi, Ottawa and Chippewa nations 

- "The Three Fires" - dominated the area. The most extensive village was "Rock Village" or "Little Rock 

Village" inside the present-day park near the mouth of Rock Creek. In 1830 it was the site of the last 

great Indian Council. Following the Black Hawk War in 1832, the Potawatomi ceded all of their land 

along the Kankakee and Illinois rivers to the United States. Most Potawatomi left the area by the end of 

the decade, except for Chief Shaw-waw-nas-see, whose grave is commemorated by a boulder along the 

nature trail at Rock Creek.  The trail along Rock Creek lets hikers take in the beauty of limestone canyons 

and a frothy waterfall. 

Distance: 3 miles 

Start: 5314 West Rt. 102 Bourbonnais, IL.  Follow the Trail on Rock Creek. 1.5 miles until the end of the 

park property.   

End:   Trail loops back to starting point. 

More info: http://dnr.state.il.us/lands/landmgt/parks/r2/kankakee.htm#Trails 

Map: http://dnr.state.il.us/lands/landmgt/PDF%27s/kankakee.pdf 

  



 

Hidden Oaks Conservation Area 
Hidden Oaks Conservation area ensures that visitors of all ages and backgrounds have opportunities to 

connect with nature. Through interactive exhibits and hands-on activities, Hidden Oaks Nature Center 

inspires curiosity and exploration of the natural world in guests of all ages. Whether hitting the trails 

with a self-guided Discovery Pack, registering for innovative nature programs, coming out for a special 

event or joining our summer/winter camps, there's something for everyone at Hidden Oaks.   Hidden 

Oaks conservation area is located at 419 Trout Farm Rd in Bolingbrook, IL. 

Start:  Once you’ve arrived at Hidden oaks and checked out the discovery center, pick one of the hikes  

from the map below.  All trails are appropriate for young scouts. 

More info: http://www.bolingbrookparks.org/en/facilities/hidden-oaks-conservation-area/ 

Map: http://www.bolingbrookparks.org/en/resources-and-faq/forms/hidden-oaks-conservation-

area/hidden-oaks-conservation-area-map/   

 

  



Midewin National Tallgrass Prairie 

 Midewin National Tallgrass Prairie is the first national tallgrass prairie and, at 19,000 

acres, the largest piece of contiguous open space in northeastern Illinois.  Midewin was 

established in 1996 on the former Joliet Arsenal. It is currently a "prairie under construction" as 

staff and volunteers restore the land from war plants to prairie plants. We offer many ways for 

you to enjoy your public land through hiking, biking, horseback riding, bird-watching, hunting 

and volunteering.  Currently, there are trails  

Distance: 3 miles 

Start:  Welcome Center.  30239 S. State Route 53 Wilmington, IL 60481.  A short drive will take 

you to the Hoff Road Trailhead.  Follow the Twin oaks interim trail east to where the trail meets 

with the Bunker Field   The Bunker Field Trail offers hikers a look into open bunkers left behind 

during the Joliet Army Arsenal era.  Once done, get back on the Twin oaks interim trail going 

west and follow the trail to Turtle pond where there is a picnic area perfect for lunch.  After 

lunch, get on old Chicago Road and follow it north back toe Hoff Road Trail Head. 

End:  Hoff Road Trail Head. 

More Info: http://www.fs.usda.gov/recmain/midewin/recreation 

Map: https://fs.usda.gov/Internet/FSE_DOCUMENTS/stelprdb5398495.jpg 

 



Goose Lake Prairie 

Goose Lake Prairie was sculpted by glaciers. The flat landscape with its clay-based soils was 
formed as the last vast sheets of ice melted more than 14,000 years ago. The area became part of a 
continuous grassland that stretched from Indiana to the Rockies.  

At one time, well over half of Illinois was covered with prairies, earning it the nickname of “The 
Prairie State.” Goose Lake Prairie, whose original 240 acres were purchased by the state in 1969, now 
totals 2,537 acres and is the largest remnant of prairie left in Illinois. Buffalo, wolf and prairie chicken once 
inhabited the area that is now Goose Lake Prairie. 

 A reconstructed cabin at Goose Lake Prairie stands as a monument to the pioneer spirit. The 
original cabin was built by John and Agnes Cragg in the late 1830s near Mazon, 10 miles to the 
southwest. A predecessor to a truck stop, the Cragg cabin served as a stop on the old Chicago-
Bloomington Teamster Trail. The second story - which was added to accommodate the Cragg’s six 
children, making it one of the first two-story homes in Grundy County - earned the cabin the nickname of 
“The Palace.” 

Distance: 1 – 3.5 miles, depending on the trail chosen. 

Start: Goose Lake Prairie Visitor Center.  There are three trails: Tall Grass, Sagashaka, and Prairie View.  

All The trails loop around back to the Visitor Center. 

End:  Visitor Center. 

More Info: https://dnr.state.il.us/lands/Landmgt/PARKS/I&M/EAST/GOOSE/HOME.htm 

Map: https://dnr.state.il.us/lands/Landmgt/PARKS/I&M/EAST/GOOSE/goosemap.PDF

 



Little Scouter Center Piece 
Center piece for the Little Scouter Nature Trail Award.  Be sure to get this patch if you have completed 

one of the trails that are part of the Little Scouter Nature Trail Award. 

 


